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Hello to all our dear classmates, this i1s Chien-
hung Chen greeting from stonford. Except for the
ridiculaus amount of homeworks, I am veny good
here. California is a good place: lots of sunshine,
comfortable temperature, few rains - but we have
some quakes. I wish all of you are doing well in
your fields. keep in touch, Okay?

Jason Chien-hung Chen
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Lee:

I am Tsung-en Lee. 1 graduated from Physics De-
pt, NTU in 1993. Currently, I am a Ph.D can-
didate in Electrical Engineering Dept, Stanford
University. In fact, 1 just passed the Ph.D Qual-
ifing Exam this Januar [ am glad to share my
experiences with my juniors. I may be too young
to recommand. It’s my pleasure to contribute to

“Time and Space” , anyway.

Editor:Let’s talk about studying abroad. What made

Lee:

you study at Stanford?

I got admissions from some good schools last
year. It’s not easy to decide where to go. For
example, I got fellowship from Applied Physics
Harvard University. Princiton's professors called
me up several times about my schollarship and
research. I was invited to visit Stanford. Finally,
I decided to enter Stanford because I liked It
most. Of cours I was offered good conditions
including my stipend. In fact, 1 was luc My
department accepted many Taiwan students this
time. But, I was the only student who got
schollarship. Stanford is 30 miles south from
San Francisco. The environment is very good.
Although it might be incorrect I think Stanford
is the best school in the west coast. Most depar
tment are ranked in top 10. As to electrical engi

neering, MIT is great. I can't say we are better
than MIT even though some reports do put us in
the first rank and MIT the second. But nobody
can beat us in VLSI fields. My department is
strongly related to industry. You know, here is
silicon valley. At the same time, we have to
compete with other schools and research centers.
I have to say equipments here are much better
than those of universities in Taiwan. Most of
professors teach very well because students’ attit-
udes are very important for them. And it’s qua-
ter system here. So everyone has to work hard
to follow the instruction.

Editor:What fields do you focus on? Is it concerned

to Physics?

Lee:I plan to do research in ULSI/ VLSI devices and

circuits. But I will strengthen my knowledge in
general electrical engineering. It is also required
by my department. I think it is not related to
physics direct ly. However, engineering is develo-
ped from science. So you can say they are related
somehow.

Editor:What reasons make you choose to study this?
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Lee:Good question. In fact, I planed to study optoele-

ctronics and novel quantum devices before I came
here. And I stayed in Prof. Yamamto’'s group
last quarter. He is very famous in quantum noise
and some fields in optical communication. But,
after taking some courses, I found devices and
circuits were more attractive to me. Stanford is
in the first rank of VLSI devices and circuits.
It's quite challenging for me to learn VLSI here.

However, I am still interested in quantum devices.

Editor:Please introduce the major projects in your

institute.

Lee:There are several big labs in my departrhent.

Thay are related to computer science, interated
circuit, signal processing, solid state physics,
quantum optics, and etc. But they usually
cooperate with each other. Contact me if you
are interested in Electrical Engineering Dept,
Stanford University. I can explain the details

to you.

Editor:What do you think most important for a stu-
dent studying abroad?

Lee:I think confidence is the point. Most Americans
that I know are quite confident. Taiwan students
seem to be shy. We can’t feel free to talk with
some famous professors. If you are not confident,
you lose yourse Confidence is very important.
You will have a hard time to set up your confi-
dence. Allow it but recover as soon as possible.

Editor:Do you have any recommends for the juniors

who would like to study abroad?

Lee:If you want to do research, you can begin to read
papers. Your grade is important. But it is not
so important as you may expect. At the same
time, good grade is not enough. Find out what
you are really interested in. Don’t pursue a Ph.
D degree only because of the title. In my openion,
many Taiwan students try to enter some good
graduate schools without real goals. You will

have a hard time if you don't really know what
you should do.

Editor:Thank you very much for this talk. Could you
tell us how one can con tact you if he’d like to?

Lee:My pleasure. However, don’t take my words too
seriously. It’s only my experience. If you’'d like
to talk more with me, you can use e’mail or
send me a real mail. My e'mail # is “telee @
leland.stanford.edu” . And my mailing address
is “P.0.Box 9204, Stanford CA 94309, USA” .

Please feel free to contact me.
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